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GV BC PU R PO SE  

ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 

ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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D ear Friends, 
“Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.”        

Luke 4:8 

Over the last five weeks, we have been looking at the Gospel that 
we should be living out, and how it has “withered up” or “dried up”, 
and how the life has been drained out of the Good News that Jesus 
gave us. It has been a journey to get to this point, but along with 
the rest of the pastoral staff, I have felt that the Good News 
(Gospel) powerfully changed lives in the Acts church, but today we 
don’t see the changes. We don’t look, act, and think like Jesus. We 
still think and act like our old selves. So we decided to preach on 
the topic, “Our Withered Gospel”. 

 

As I have studied and prayed, I have come to a startling bit of knowledge. At the heart of 
the Gospel we live, versus the Gospel Jesus gave us, is worship. It’s not about how 
much we worship or how or when or where or with whom. It’s about WHO we worship. 
All of life is worship because worship is about whom we serve, follow, give honor to, etc. 
It’s who we think most highly of, who we seek to praise, who we love the most and what 
causes us to take every action or choose every activity. 

 

When Israel went into the Promised Land, they were led by one God, Yahweh. Yet as 
soon as they got to the Promised Land, they started to worship multiple gods. We are 
the same. We have divided hearts and multiple gods. Most of the time, our thoughts, 
actions and motivation are all about us and maybe even be about our families, but is it 
about God and God alone? If we looked at one day of our lives, and analyzed what we 
did and why, would it all point to God, the Father of Jesus, or to other gods like ME? 

 

The issue of WHO we worship, every day, every hour, every moment, is at the core of 
the Good News. The Gospel will never change us if we receive the Gospel just to 
worship ME. There is always a drive inside us that says, “I care about me the most 
because I don’t trust anyone to care about me as much as I do.” That trust is faith. We 
worship ourselves because we only have faith in ourselves. When we worship God, we 
have faith in Him more than ourselves. As I said before, it’s all about worship. It’s all 
about WHO we worship. 

 

So, things not going well? No change in your life? No new love for others? No blessings 
of the peace of God? Look at your worship. “Worship Him and Him alone”. “Serve Him 
and Him alone.” Put life back into the Good News. 

 

His child, 
Pastor Steve 
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Right Hand of Fellowship 

Sunday, October 31 

Welcomes New Members 

Austi Kaji attends Ridgecrest 
Intermediate School and is in the 
eight grade. Her hobbies are 
drawing, basketball, reading, 
singing, writing, playing violin, and 
listening to music. Austi was 
baptized on Sunday, September 19. 
She received the Lord at the 2010 
Summer Youth Camp. “I heard 

Jesus calling me to follow Him and I accepted Him 
into my life.”  Welcome to GVBC, Austi ! 

Julie Tofukuji is a senior at North 
Torrance High School. Her hobbies 
are basketball, reading, writing, 
spending time with family and 
friends. Julie’s family attends 
GVBC and she grew up in the 
church. She accepted Christ the 
first time when she was in 
preschool at a VBS, but she didn’t 

understand what this meant until she was in the 
sixth grade. Julie was baptized on Sunday, 
September 19. Welcome to GVBC, Julie! 

Brandon Takeuchi attends 
Pinnacle College. His hobbies are 
music, basketball, and playing the 
guitar on a worship team. Brandon 
accepted Christ during the 2006 
Youth Summer Camp, but never 
understood that baptism was 
important to a Christian’s faith. He 

only wanted to go to camp to have fun, but found 
instead a new commitment to Christ. He was 
baptized on Sunday, September 19. Welcome to 
GVBC, Brandon! 

Chris Bishop currently works at 
Food for Less in Gardena. He 
accepted Christ in 2001 at 
Crenshaw Christian Center. His 
hobbies are video games, movies, 
You Tube, and cooking. Chris was 
baptized on Sunday, September 19. 
Welcome to GVBC, Chris! 

Cassie Baja Donavan attends 
Perry Middle School in Gardena. 
She received Christ when she was 
little, but never knew what it meant 
and how powerful it was until 2010 
Youth Summer Camp. She now 
has a fresh commitment to Christ. 
Cassie was baptized on Sunday, 
September 19. Welcome to 
GVBC, Cassie! 
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THE JOY OF FRIENDSHIP 

PROFILE OF REED SATA 

BY KATHY AISO 

FFFF    rom childhood, Reed Sata 
[pictured here at the high school 

Long Beach youth missions trip] became 
friends with youth from GVBC. These 
relationships developed into some of the 
closest friendships, which Reed 
cherishes today. 

A FRIEND IN NEED 

In 2009, when one of these best friends began 
spiraling downward spiritually, Reed became 
alarmingly concerned. This friend was someone 
she looked up to, yet, now was struggling in her 
faith. 

Reed began phoning this friend every week with 
the purpose of encouraging her to come out to 
the Friday evening youth meetings. Reed’s friend 
responded with little interest and enthusiasm. 
Reed felt she was responsible for her friend’s 
lackluster attitude about her faith. “It was 
discouraging because I looked up to this friend,” 
Reed shared. “I thought it was my responsibility 
to not let her get that far away from God.” 

RELEASING EVERYTHING TO GOD 

That summer, this friend was sent by her parents 
to Alpine Summer Youth Camp. Reed also went 
and hung out with her friend. Still discouraged 
about her friend’s faltering faith, Reed released 
the burden in prayer to God. Immediately, Reed 
felt the burden li fted off her shoulders. In its 
place, Reed felt God’s peace. 

That night, God answered Reed’s prayer. Reed’s 
friend recommitted her li fe to Christ. It was 
another remainder to Reed about the power of 
prayer and how burdens need to be given to God. 
Today, Reed’s friend is back on track with her 
faith and actively involved at church. 

COMMUNITY GROUP FRIENDSHIPS 

In addition to childhood friendships, God has 
blessed Reed with friendships from her 
community group and group leader, Stephanie 
Hernandez. With Steph, Reed feels open to share 
her family issues. Having similar family issues 
which they share and pray about, both Reed and 
Steph relate on a deeper level. 

It reminds her that deep friendships are with 
these Christians. She can pray with them and 

relate personal issues to them (and vice 
versa). 

RAISED IN A CHRISTIAN HOME 

Reed also feels fortunate to be raised in 
a Christian home by loving Christian 
parents [Dennis & Dana Sata]. Being 
raised in a Christian home, makes her 
sometimes question her faith because 

she has never known anything different. 
Conversely, she feels blessed because she has 
always had the underlying spiritual support from 
her family. 

BLESSED BY GVBC 

Reed also feels blessed to be part of the body at 
GVBC. “Although we’re a big church, I feel we’re 
all really close,” Reed beamed. 

In speaking of the high school youth group, she 
related, “It’s large with 25 youth whom I feel a 
close affinity with because we all really love God.” 
She is thankful for all the youth leaders who really 
care, such as Youth Pastor, Daniel Matsuda. 
“He’s always there to listen and pray for you,” she 
affirmed. 

LIVED IN TORRANCE ALL HER LIFE 

A native of the South Bay, Reed has lived in 
Torrance all her li fe. Before attending GVBC, 
Reed’s parents, Dennis and Dana, and her older 
siblings, Rylie and Chase attended Pacific View 
Baptist Church in Torrance. After Rylie and 
Chase got involved with the GVBC junior high 
youth group, the family started attending GVBC. 
Reed was in second grade. In the third or fourth 
grade, Reed recalls accepting Christ. Although 
Reed made the decision, she didn’t really 
understand what it meant. 

UNDERSTANDING FAITH 

Through Genie Moon, an influential sixth grade 
Sunday school teacher, Reed began 
understanding about her faith. Genie took the 
time to answer all of Reed’s questions about 
Christianity and also held her accountable for her 
faith. Reed gained additional understanding at 
Alpine Summer Camp. It was there she 
rededicated her life to Christ.  

(Continued on page 4) 

“The best part of one’s life consists 
of one’s friendships.” 

—- Abraham Lincoln 
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SPIRITUALLY FED AND FILLED WITH COMPASSION 

Beginning in tenth grade and continuing onto eleventh 
grade, Reed participated in the 2009 and 2010 City 
Lights short-term mission with the high school group. 
Through serving, Reed felt spiritually fed and also gained 
greater understanding and compassion for the homeless. 

Because of her exposure and interaction with the 
homeless in 2009, Reed returned in 2010, relating to an 
even greater number of homeless. An eye opener, Reed 
discovered the homeless were not always on drugs or 
alcohol. Some of them had other issues which they just 
wanted to talk about. 

“They would ramble on and on because they had no one 
to talk to. I definitely have a heart for them and Long 
Beach,” Reed shared. 

(Profile of Reed Sata Continued from page 3) GOD’S PEACE GUARDS YOUR HEART 

Reed’s favorite Bible passage, Philippians 4:6-7 reminds 
her with the temptations and pressures of being back at 
school, North High, God is there to protect and guide if 
she looks to Him. 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses 

all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.” 

During the last school year Reed’s friend, Chris, gave 
her those verses as promises from God when she 
returned to school. Those verses give her real peace of 
mind. 

Christian friendships such as Chris’s has enriched 
Reed’s life and strengthened her Christian walk. Reed 
also continues to be a positive influence, encouraging 
her friends spiritually, holding them accountable for their 
walk, and praying for them. 

 

Michael  &  Chris  M as onSa kai  Inter nati onal  B ible  

Churc h (SIBC),  Ja pa n 
    A t SIBC the Masons have sensed a growing hunger  i n 
the body to know God more and encounter  His  presence. 
In connecti on with this , a six-month message series  
“Kingdom Cul ture” was l aunched. The hope is  the series 
will  help those at SIBC better  connect with Jesus, one 
another, and their  surrounding world. The Masons request 
prayer about this , specifi cally  that the body at SIBC will  
keep thei r eyes on Jesus and be open to the work  God 
wants to do through them. 
    Chri s is  explori ng new mini stri es : teaching adul ts , 
di scipli ng some women in the church, and s tar ti ng a 
weekly Sunday morning prayer  minis try. Please pray  for 
Chris  as  she embarks  on these new chall enges. 
    As  Michael resumes as  chaplain at Kansai  Chris ti an 
School, please pray the Lord will  use him to touch the 
chil dren’ s hear ts . 
    Aware that S IBC has been struggli ng fi nanciall y the l as t 
few years , the Masons sense the Lord is  l eading them to 
gi ve up the $1,200 a month support from the church. 
Please pray  God will provide an additi onal $1,200 monthl y 
support to make up for  this  deficit. 
Beverly  Bra ndr up W ycli ffe  B ible  Tr a nslators  
    On October  6, Bev returned to Colombia for  a two-
month s tay . She has been helping deaf translators  review 
and refi ne the rough draft s tory of Joseph which was 
translated i nto Colombia sign l anguage earli er  i n April  and 
May. 
    Bev i s praising God the “Proclaimers ,”  containing the 
recording of the Siri ano New Testament, has been 
shipped to Colombia. They are s tored at the Bible League 
in Bogotá. 
    The 25 players, containing recordings  of God’s Word, 

will  be dis tri buted to an area where the Siri anos live. Bev 
requests prayer that the players will be given to people 
who will lis ten to His Word and share the Gospel  wi th 
others . Please pray  God will  conti nue to bless Bev and her 
team’s  work  as  they  translate His Word. Pray for Bev’ s 
heal th and s trength, especiall y as she adjusts to the 
al titude i n Bogotá. 
Ken &  D ia ne K udo O versea s Cr usa de Sa o Pa ul, B razi l  
    “What a prac tical  ill us trati on of the seed of the Gospel  
taking root to impact the family  of Elena and impact the 
Thai  i n Bangkok!  That gave Diane and me an 
inexpressible JOY in the Lord,” writes  Ken. 
    Ken is  referri ng to Elena, the 78-year-old mother  of 
Thail and missionary , Silvi o. God used Elena to wi tness  
about Chris t during her fi nal days. Elena, who had 
pancreati c cancer , was scheduled to have chemotherapy 
suggested by her  three doctors . Elena decided to do 
otherwise, receiving word from Diane that God wanted her  
to have an operati on i ns tead. A fter opening Elena up 
during surgery, the doc tors di scovered, i f they had not 
operated, she would have died the nex t day . 
    God gave Elena 12 more days  of life.  During this  time, 
Elena spent time wi th her  family . The Lord Jesus Chri st 
was exal ted and praised by Elena as she spoke about Him 
to non-Chris ti an relatives , fri ends, and hospi tal workers 
until her  l as t breath. The funeral service provided Ken with 
the opportuni ty to share the Gospel . 
    Thank you for  keeping the Kudos and their  mini stry  i n 
Brazil i n prayer . Incidentally , Silvi o and his  wi fe, Marcia, 
shared about Elena and the fi nal  days  of her minis try (i n 
the hospi tal)  to the Thai  people, too! 
Jim &  Leta Va n Me ter Para clete  Missi on Gr oup 

    October  2010 marked a miles tone. Forty years of 

(Continued on page 5) 

Mission Field 
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Wedding Announcement 

֠ Congratulations to 
newlyweds Alex  and 
A’misa (Ann Matsushima] 
Chiu who were marri ed on 
Saturday, October  16. The 
beautiful garden ceremony 
took place at Bob & 
Theresa Matsushima’s 
home. Pastors  Dave 
Shinoda and Pam Odo 
Goto co-officiated. 
[Pictured from left is Ann’s 

brother Paul, his finance Monica, Alex  and A’misa, Teresa 
& Bob). 

Letters to our family 
� Dear GVBC Family, We were taken aback by the church's 

decision to recognize the support s taff during Pastoral 
Appreciation Month, but it was a pleasant surprise. Thank 
you for thinking of us and keeping us  in your prayers. Your 
words of love and encouragement were priceless. 
Blessings , Your  Suppor t Staff 

� Dear Friends, On behalf of the City  of Gardena, we would 

like to ex tend our  genuine thanks for  your donati on of 
$500 [from our LOVE Fund], 5 cases and 56 bags of food 
to our emergency food pantry. You are to be commended 
for taking an active par t in assisti ng the needy of the 
community. Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of 
Recreation/Human Service/Building Maintenance, by 
Lydia James, Community Services Counselor 

In the news: 

� Jonathan Kaji’s picture along with an article titled “Kaji 
named to Commission for Economic Development” was 
spotted in the Wednesday, October 27 Rafu Shimpo. 
Jonathan was appointed to the Commission for Economic 
Development, a s tatewide, bipar tisan advisory 
commission chaired by Lt. Gov. Abel Maldanado. The 
commission is charged with providing policy 
recommendations  on our state’s economic development 
to the governor, l egislature and private sector. Jonathan is 
a member of the California Assoc. of Realtors and was 
appointed by President George Bush to the President’s 
Expor t Council, where he served from 1990 to 1992. 

� Fran Tashiro Kaji was pictured along with 10 other women 

in the Thursday, October 14 Gardena Valley News on the 
front page. The ar ticle she appeared in was titl ed “First 
Ladies  of Gardena,” featuring women of Gardena’s 
pioneer families (most Gardena High School graduates) 
who gathered for a backyard social and luncheon on June 
10 at Rachel Adam’s home, a lifelong Gardena resident. 
Fran’s family, the Tashiro family, was one of the 
pioneering Japanese families to settl e in Gardena. Fran’s 
father was a dentist with a prac tice on Gardena 
Boulevard. She married commercial developer Bruce Kaji. 

� Two pictures of Rodney Tanaka was spotted in two 
articles i n the October 21 Gardena Valley  News. One 
article was titl ed “Always in Service.” Rodney presented 
an $8,000 check on September 19 to Girl Scout Troop No. 
3135 for their service to Gardena Elks Lodge 1919. The 
other  ar ticle was titled “Food, Wine & Cigars” where the 
Gardena Elks Lodge No. 1919 awarded the Gardena 
Senior Day Care Center $14,400 at the first Gardena 
Food, Wine and Cigar Festival fundraiser on October 9. 

Family News 

 

minis try for  the Van Meters !  The Van Meters  are praising 
God for  many recent i ncidents : a meaningful   i n-home 
retreat wi th a furl oughing missionary couple; the safe 
arrival  of new grandson, Oliver  Gordon Buttron; and an 
important l anguage learning model  presentati on gi ven by 
Jim at the 7th Internati onal  Language Learning Congress . 
    The Van Meters  request prayer  for : the women’s retreat 
where Leta will be a speaker on November 5-6; the 
missionaries who are i n transi ti on or  on sabbati cals  which 
Leta and Jim came alongside; and a GAP team training i n 
L.A . which prepares  a team who will  be going overseas for  
a year . 
    “Dear GVBC, How can we ever  adequately  say thank 
you for all  your support and encouragement, mak ing these 
years possible?”  wri tes  Jim and Leta. 
Fre d &  Ja ne Ta naka C hild E va ngelis m Fel low s hip,  
Japa n 
During Jul y a Good News Day Camp was held. There was 
a treasure hunt with the winners  receiving a boxful  of 
Wordless Books. An exci ted six th grader  exclaimed, “ I was 
glad we won the treasure hunt because I recei ved a 

(Mission Field Continued from page 4) Wordless Book . . . an amaz ing book!” 
    The Tanakas request prayer for  those who received the 
Lord at camp, for their  spiritual growth and  that thei r 
transformed li ves  would serve as  a posi tive tes timony i n 
their  homes. 
    From September 13-17, along with si x others  from 
Japan, the Tanakas attended the Asia Pacific  Regional  
Conference i n Cambodia, a country  which is  run by  a 
Buddhist government and Chris ti anity i s not welcomed. A t 
the conference each country  reported about i ts  minis try  
which gave Fred and Jane the only  English speakers of 
JCEF the oppor tuni ty  to report, too. 
    These days  Fred is  not only  working as business  
admini strator, but also as  a guide for  literature producti on. 
One of the most recent literatures i s “Who is  God?” by  
Sam Doherty . It i ntroduces chil dren to God, the Creator . 
There are several  other  literatures i n the making, i ncluding 
wonder  Devoti onal  Book 4. 
    Thank you for  praying for  the Tanakas and JCEF. They 
invite you to j oin them in prayer on November 3 “CEF 
World Day of Prayer .” 
    “Thank you for your  conti nued prayers and fi nancial  
support!”  wri tes  the Tanakas. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contac t 
event leaders  directly. 

WEBSITE : www.gvbc.net 

�Hula Ministry Thursdays , 7:00 — 8:30 
PM, Room 220. Learn to dance hula to Christian music. All 
are welcome. No experience necessary. Pick up a flier on 
the Narthex  counter for more i nfo and to sign up. 

�Gardena C lothesline 
Saturdays  of November 6, 13, 20, and 27, 11:00AM — 
1:00PM, St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Gardena. 
The Clothesline is a ministry through St. John’s that offers 
free clothes given away on Saturdays  between 11:00 AM 
and 1:00 PM. To sign up, fill out the flyer on the Narthex 
counter  and put it into the Registration Box on the counter . 
Someone will call you to confirm. 

�Fall Back One Hour Sunday, November 7. 

�Hope for the Future  
Early Christmas Dinner, Thursday, November 18, 6:00 — 
9:00 PM. Join us in the Community Hall for a Jingo game and 
special music. Sign up to bring a side dish or dessert, at the 
Guest Center in the Courtyard. Deadline to sign up is 
Sunday, November 14. Contact Cindy Matsuda at: 
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com 

�Operation Christmas Child It’s time to prepare our 
Christmas child shoe boxes. Free shoe boxes and 
brochures are now available for pick up in the Narthex. 
Also available are plastic shoe boxes for $1 each (our 
cost). Optional: you can gift wrap your box, but wrap 
the lid separately.  

• Pray for the child or children who will receive a box. 

• Place a $7 or more donation (to cover shipping and 
other project costs) into your box. 

• Tape a label (found in the brochure) with Boy or Girl 
and the age group and bring it to our Thanksgiving 
Service on November 21. 

A list of what to fill your gift box with is in the brochure. 
All boxes will be inspected at the donation collection 
centers before shipment. 

�Getting to Know Us Luncheon  Sunday, Nov. 28, 
12:30 — 2:30 PM, room 113. Pastor Steve and 
members of the Pastoral Staff and the Board of 
Deacons would like to invite you to this luncheon. 
Lunch will be provided. Sign up on the back of your 
Connection form and drop it in the offering bag or call 
the church office, ext. 0. Child care not provided, but 
children are welcome. 

�Christmas Musical: “A Prodigal  Christmas” Saturday, 

December 4, two performances: 11:00AM and 3:00PM, 
GVBC Sanctuary . Admission is FREE! 

� All  Church Christmas Potluck  Sunday, December 5. 

More info to follow. 

� 101 C lass Sunday, December 12, 12:30—4:30PM. Taught 
by Pastor S teve and Layne Wakuta. For those seeking 
information about GVBC and would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. To sign up, mark your 

Communicati on slip or  call the office. Lunch is provided.  

Baptism Sunday December 26 during both worship 
services. 

�Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) Friday, December 17 

to Sunday, December 19, San Telmo [NOTE: a U.S. 
passport is required]. Spanish is helpful, but not required. 
WANTED for Mexico Mission Trip: Hotel soap and 
shampoo for the Mexico prison ministry in December. 
Leave them in the church office with my name, Teresa 
Matsushima. Also needed are gently used children’s 
shoes. Tie shoes with the laces so shoe mates don’t 
get separated. For those without laces, put them into a 
plastic grocery bag and tie the bag tight. Place your 
children’s-shoe donations into the brown box in the 
Narthex. Contact Teresa via the church office or email 
her at: treesaw47@sbcglobal.net 

�Office Closed Christmas Eve Friday, December 25 

�Office Closed New Year’s Eve Friday, December 31 

Children’s Ministry 
KidZone (1 st- 5 t h graders), 

Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, Community Hall. Wear 
comfortable clothes  and gym shoes to all events. 
�November 12, 6:30 PM Family Pizza Night 
�November 19  Sockey 
�November 26  No KidZone (Happy 
Thanksgiving) 

Contac t: Susan Wakuta, ex t. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 

Children’s Baptism Class 

November 7, 14, 21 
10:45 AM — 12:00 PM, Room 253 

A series of three classes for children 4th and 5th 
grade designed to teach the meaning of baptism. 

Classes taught by Nancy Langley and Susan 
Wakuta. 

Parents are welcome to attend any or all of the 
classes with their child. 

A baptism is scheduled for Sunday, December 26 
during the worship services in the Sanctuary. 

Taking the class does not automatically end in 
being baptized. Parents will be involved in the 
decision making of their child’s baptism. 

For more information or to sign up, please call the 
church office or email Susan Wakuta at 
susan@gvbc.net. 

180 High School Ministry 

Senior High Sleepover 

Friday , November 19 to Saturday, November 20, 
9:00 AM — 9:00 AM, Rooms 218 &  220. 

Contac t Daniel Matsuda, Daniel@gvbc.net., ex t.681 



The Spirit is copyrighted © 2010 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 

Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gv bc.info. The Spirit is published tw ice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 

and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

Page 7 � � � � 
Issue 21 

Issue 22 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, November 17. 
Hard copies available on Sunday, November 21 in the Narthex. All 

articles should be submitted by Sunday, November 14. 

 

Tijuana Short-term Mission Trip 

By Gerald Mayewaki 

I've been going down to TJ with the Mexico short-

term mission group and helping with a church 

there for the past year. I was there for a couple of 
days. 

Two of us took off from Gardena about 10:00 AM 

on Friday, October 1 and got there about 2:30 

PM. We went to get supplies and materials after 

we got there and started working about 4:00 PM. 

We worked till almost midnight. 

The next morning we got up early and went to get 
more materials and continued working till about 

3:00 PM. We built a stage, drywalled the ceiling 

above it, and fixed and adjusted some lighting. I 

see more kids each time I go, so that’s just a 

great feeling. Praise the Lord!  Gerald 

Rick Taira (waving) with 
other volunteers 

Gerald working on 
the church ceiling 

Gerald with the 
local children 

Vacation Bible School 

Annual Election Meeting 

Sunday, November 14, 12:30 PM, Community Hall. 

The agenda will include the election of Board of 
Deacons members and adoption of the 2011 
General Fund Budget. 

Don’t forget to pick up a copy of the budget in the 
Narthex. 

The slate of candidates is as follows: 

Vice Moderator:  Stan Terasaki 
Assistant Treasurer:  Wes Harada 
Member at Large:  Edna Uratsu 
Member at Large:  Eileen Yorizane 

Sign up for lunches from Giuliano’s (Jr.Torpedo, 
chips & cookie) for $5 each. Deadline to order is 
Sunday, November 7. 

You can also bring your lunch. 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern, Neighborhood Impact (pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christi an Educ. Secretary, ex t. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

�Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45 AM, 
Room 201 

 
Series: Our Withered Gospel 

 
Sunday, November 7/Communion 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Community 
 

Sunday, November 14 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Joyful Stewardship 

 

Sunday, November 21 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

 

Sunday, November 28/First Sunday of Advent 
New Series: God Made the First Move 

 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

Saturday night, 

November 6 


